
Environment
Electricity generated by burning native Australian timber
no longer classified as renewable energy
Labor revokes Abbott government move which allowed energy
from burning wood waste to be counted with solar and wind
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Electricity generated by burning native forest wood waste will no longer be allowed to be
classified as renewable energy under a regulatory change adopted by the Albanese
government.

The decision, which Labor had promised to consider after it was recommended by a Senate
committee in September, reverses a 2015 Abbott government move which allowed burning
native forest timber to be counted alongside solar and wind energy towards the national
renewable energy target.

The right to burn wood left over from logging to create renewable energy
certificates – which provide a subsidy for clean energy generation – was not often used, but
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conservation groups said it could be an incentive to keep felling native forests. They
expressed concern that some power plant owners had plans to start using native forest timber
as a supplement to coal-fired generation.

The climate change and energy minister, Chris Bowen, said the change was in step with
“strong and longstanding community views” raised in a consultation process that received
more than 2,900 submissions. He said the government had put in place “transitional
arrangements” for one Western Australian facility that had registered to use timber as an
energy source.

“We have listened to the community and acted to address their concerns,” he said.

The Greens’ forests spokesperson, Janet Rice, described the decision as “a major win for the
climate, for native forests, and for clean energy”, and said the minor party had secured a
commitment the government would reconsider the practice during negotiations over climate
change legislation earlier this year.
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“Burning wood from native forests for energy is a disaster for the environment,” Rice said.
“Pretending it was renewable was ludicrous. The Greens fought hard to end this farce, and
we’re glad that the government has worked with us and listened to the community who
campaigned hard to end this absurdity.”

Conservationists welcomed the announcement. Christine Milne, a former Greens leader and
now patron of the Bob Brown Foundation, said it restored a decision that she, Brown and the
Greens had first secured as part of a deal with the Gillard government a decade ago on a clean
energy package.

“This decision will buoy the conservation community by providing some hope that the
government is starting to listen to the climate and biodiversity science,” she said. “This
announcement is a first step towards forest conservation.”

Suzanne Harter, a climate campaigner with the Australian Conservation Foundation, said
wood burning should never have been included in the definition of renewable energy.
“Eastern Australia was recently highlighted as a global deforestation hotspot. Government
policies should not encourage further deforestation,” she said.

Sign up to Guardian Australia's Afternoon Update
Free daily newsletter

Our Australian afternoon update email breaks down the key national and
international stories of the day and why they matter
Enter your email address

Sign up

https://www.theguardian.com/world/chris-bowen
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/sep/08/australian-parliament-passes-first-climate-change-legislation-in-a-decade
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/oct/29/email-newsletters-guardian-australia-best-daily-news-emails-newsletter-free-sign-up-inbox-subscribe-headlines?CMP=copyembed


… as you’re joining us today from India, we have a small favour to ask. Tens of millions have
placed their trust in the Guardian’s fearless journalism since we started publishing 200
years ago, turning to us in moments of crisis, uncertainty, solidarity and hope. More than
1.5 million supporters, from 180 countries, now power us financially – keeping us open to
all, and fiercely independent. Will you make a difference and support us too?
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And we provide all this for free, for everyone to read. We do this because we believe in
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meaningful action. Millions can benefit from open access to quality, truthful news,
regardless of their ability to pay for it.
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The Australian Forest Products Association said the government had “bowed to pressure
from anti-forestry groups”. “Australia should not close the door to a dispatchable renewable
energy source that is widely used around the world at a time when we need more renewable
energy sources,” the association’s chief executive, Ross Hampton, said.

The native forestry has been under increasing economic and environmental pressure across
the country. In Victoria, a landmark supreme court judgment last month found the state
logging company, VicForests, had failed to protect threatened glider species and that its
methods to check for them before logging were inadequate.

It has raised further doubts over whether the native forest logging industry will remain viable
in the state until a promised government-ordered phase out in 2030. In WA, native forest
logging is due to end in 2024.

The federal environment minister, Tanya Plibersek, signalled last week the government
wanted to work with the states to ensure new national environmental standards it has
promised to introduce would be applied to regional forestry agreements, a step that could
end an effective exemption for state-sanctioned logging from national environment laws.
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